NOTICE TO ALL PLAYERS 2011 SEASON
DUTIES
As for all previous years, all players are required to be prepared to complete voluntary duty (umpiring/match managing/kiosk) during the 2011 season as allocated by your Club.  

Southern Competitions recognizes a wide variety of issues with this requirement, and is attempting to gradually solve most of those issues.

An Officiating Association has been established to address these issues and is introducing some new strategies this season to begin that process.  One of the biggest concerns has been the increasing prevalence of players paying others to do their duties, which could have alarming repercussions to the cost of our sport. 

In an attempt to formalize this, The Officiating Association is instigating a pool of authorised officials who are prepared to umpire or be a technical officer (match manager) for payment.

It may be possible to offer an “Opt-Out” option for players not wanting to do any duty for an additional $200 pa fee, however this will depend on the numbers in the Panel.

OFFICIATING PANEL (For Payment)

The Officiating Association wants to establish an across-Club pool of authorised umpires and technical officers (formerly match managers) who are eligible to “fill in” for those unable or not wanting to complete their scheduled duty.  These officials would be required to sign a contract of agreement including a code of conduct.

To be a member of the pool the player must be “authorised” as one or more of the following:

A Pool Umpire (eligible to umpire all grades)

Grade Umpire (eligible to umpire 2nd Grade and lower)

Vets Umpire (eligible to umpire Vets grades), and 

Junior Umpire (eligible to umpire junior grades)

A Pool Technical Officer (formerly match manager) (eligible to TO all grades)

Grade Technical Officer (eligible to TO all grades other than A and A Res)

An official could conceivably be authorised to any or all of the above categories.  A Pool Authorised Umpires and Technical Officers would automatically be authorised to officiate all grades.  Authorised officials are eligible to purchase their own top, but flouro green umpires tops (and wet weather tops) will be provided in the dugouts for A and A Res games.

It is hoped to have new jackets available for Technical officers, which will be provided for TOs who have completed at least level 2 Technical Officer Course, and available for purchase by others.

Initially The Officiating Association sees that the individual official could nominate which level or levels they believe they are eligible for, and the Officiating Association would monitor whether the self-assessment is accurate.  If the Officiating Association believes the player is not up to the standard required for that level, the official will be mentored and then further observed.  If no improvement has been achieved following this, then the official could be removed from the authorisation list.
Players scheduled to do duty for a match may approach an “authorised” official from the published list who is authorised for that grade level.  The responsibility to find a replacement official rests entirely with the scheduled player.  If the player arranges an approved replacement from the pool (or someone not on the list), they should notify the Officiating Association 24 hours prior to the match commencing to avoid penalties for failure to complete the duty.  If this is not done, and the pre-arranged replacement does not complete the duty, the originally named official shall invoke the following penalties (the same as for other players failing to complete their allotted duty):
First Offence:


$35 fine + 1 week suspension

Second Offence:

$55 fine + 2 weeks suspension

Third (or more) Offence:
$70 fine + 3 weeks suspension

The list of authorised officials and their contact details will be posted and updated on the HT website.

Schedule of payments:

A Grade and A Res Umpire: $40.00 ($50.00 for finals)

2nd Grade and lower Umpire (including Vets and U18): $30.00 ($40.00 for finals)

Junior grades Umpire (excluding U18): $20.00 ($30.00 for finals)

A Grade and A Res Technical Officer: $30.00 ($40.00 for finals)

All other grade Technical Officer: $20.00 ($30.00 for finals)

Games with a scheduled commencement time of 7.00 pm or later, may request an additional $10.00

The Officiating Association believes this schedule of payments to be reasonable and sustainable for all parties.  The Association urges all umpires to adhere rigidly to this schedule to avoid costs becoming prohibitive, and would ask all players to report breaches of this payment schedule to the Officiating Association.

Please Note: If there should be any issues with the Panel Umpire not fulfilling their role appropriately, or the payer not abiding by the above rules, a report should be lodged using the Complaint Form on the HT website.
